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“Ensuring that all children in Arizona enter
kindergarten ready to succeed and read at grade
level by the end of third grade must be a priority
for our state. We appreciate the leadership that
Read On Arizona is taking to create a statewide
early literacy system that is helping us move
toward that goal. We simply must address this
Issue and increase the language and literacy
skills of our students—our future depends on it.”

— Paul J. Luna, president and CEO,
Helios Education Foundation

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives
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3- & 4-YEAR OLDS ATTENDING PRESCHOOL

United States 48%

Arizona 37%
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YOUNG CHILDREN RECEIVING
DEVELOPMENTAL OR SENSORY SCREENINGS

United States 31%

Arizona 22%
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VISION SCREENING, CHILDREN AGE 0 - 5 YRS

United States 39.80/0

Arizona 26.9(70*

* lowest rate in the U.S.
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“Large-scale change requires broad cross-sector
collaboration, and that’s where Read On Arizona
shines. By bringing together expertise from
businesses, public agencies, nonprofits, and
philanthropies, Read On Arizona is tackling the
early literacy crisis. The collaborative has
improved student success in several key areas
and produced an impressive array of resources
and tools for the community in a very short
period of time.”

— Susan M. Pepin, M.D., president and CEO,
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives
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MapLIT—The One-Stop Shop for
Arizona’s Early Literacy Data
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ARIZONA CHRONIC ABSENCE RATE

All grades 11.0%
Kindergarten 11.2%
1st grade 10.7%
2" grade 8.9%
39 grade 8.0%

ARIZONA DEPT. OF EDUCATION 2014



3RD GRADE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

BY SUBGROUP
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4™ GRADE READING
PERCENTAGE PROFICIENT OR ADVANCED, BY SUBGROUP
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“Our partnership with Read On Arizona has
helped us take our commitment to language and
literacy development to the next level and offered
us tools to ensure that professionals working
with families on behalf of First Things First
receive consistent training and resources to
support early literacy in their early childhood
practice.”

— Sam Leyvas, CEQO, First Things First

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives
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Summer Reading Collaborative
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Advancing Early Literacy Outcomes for Arizona’s Children Birth Through Age 8
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ARIZONA

3R GRADE: READING

PROFICIENCY, AzMERIT 2015

All students 40%

Economically disadvantaged 28%
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4-YEAR-OLDS: LITERACY

MEETS/EXCEEDS, TEACHING STRATEGIES GOLD 2015 (SAMPLING)
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